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lasser, Meimundiz, Gliirdkuli, and others.290 He sent emissaries to Kulii&tan, who found means to get possession of the mountain castles there. From their residence, the castle of Alamut, Hassan Sabah and his successors spread terror over the whole of Western Asia. Ismaelian emissaries penetrated everywhere, and assassinated the people. Even the sovereigns were not secure. Two Califs were assassinated by order of the chief of the Ismaelians. At the time Chiughiz arrived in Persia, Djclal-cddin Hassan was at the head of this sect, and sent an envoy to the conqueror, He died in 1221, when his son, Ala-eddin Mohammed, was only nine years old. The latter was assassinated in 1255, and was succeeded by his son Ildlm-eddin Kursliali, who was chief of the Ismaelians at the time Hulngu's armies appeared in Persia,
Hulagu crossed the DjiJiun (Arnu-dana) on the 2tl of January 1256. The Sultan of Rum and the Atabey of Fars had sent envoys to congratulate the prince. Other lords of Western Asia had appeared in person. A lion-hunt was organised there, and ten lions were killed. Leaving the Oxus, Hulagu advanced to Shi&urgan (fifty-three English miles west of Balkh), and spent the winter in the prairies of this district. In spring he proceeded to Zattch (south of Nishapur), and gave orders to the generals Kuka Ilka and Kitiibiika to achieve the conquest of the dominions of the Mulahida. Kitubuka had besieged the fortress of Ghirdkuh for two years, but it still held out. Hulagu then went to Tus, where he received ShaMn Shah, the brother of the chief of the Ismaelians (June 1256), who came to offer his submission. From Tus he
MO The castles of Alainut and Lembasser are marked on the Chinese mediaeval map of 1330, and the names are spelt there A-la-mu-de and Zan-la sa-rh The name of Qhtrdluk appears in the Yuan shi as Ghi-rh-du-Lie (see farther on). Ghirdkuh means "round mountain.'' D'Ohsson (ii. 189, 190) IB wrong in believing that this mountain castle was situated m Kuhistan, the mountainous country west of Herat and south of Nishapur. Ghirdluh or Kcrdeti-lcuh was in the district of Kumes, three parasangs west of Dameghw. See Quatremere's " Hist, d. Mongols,"" 278, note.